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Visit to Oakland, CA

Nine Oblate Associates
       gathered at Sacred
Heart Rectory for a retreat
day on February 9, and then
renewed their commitment
to follow the charism of St.
Eugene at Mass that evening.
Oblate Associates follow a
program of Oblate
formation in which they study
the history of the Congre-
gation, learn about the
charism, the missionary
works of the Oblates, and

plan how they can be engaged in
participating in missionary activity in their
local area. Geri Furmanek is the Co-
ordinator of over 600 Oblate Associates
in the U.S. Province.
          Fr. Bill Mason, OMI, pastor of
Sacred Heart Parish in Oakland, CA,
invited the Associates to gather together
for the one-day retreat. I was privileged
to meet them and present the Oblate
crucifix to them at the Saturday evening

Mass as well as lead them in this day
of prayer and reflection. Fr. Phil
Singarayar OMI, joined us on the
retreat.
          Sacred Heart Parish, located in
downtown Oakland, serves a very
culturally diverse community. There are
17 nationalities represented in the

parishioners who call
Sacred Heart their
parish. Fr. Bill is
assisted by Fr.
Singarayar, an Oblate
originally from Sri
Lanka. Fr. John
Ettensohn, OMI, lives
in this Oblate
community as well. He
preaches parish
missions all over the
U.S. and also assists Fr.
Don Arel, OMI, who
ministers at our Oblate

Prayer and Contemplative Center in
Oakland.
 Several groups of diverse faiths,
cultures and ethnicities visit this house
on Lenox Avenue to pray, discuss,
socialize and plan. Some stay a
semester, studying in one of the nearby
sabbatical programs; others spend only
a day, and some come simply for quiet
meditation. This “hospitality house” truly
makes all visitors feel welcome and
appreciated. It is a ministry of hospitality
and prayer for people of all faiths,
backgrounds and cultures.
         Fr. Scott Hill, OMI, also lives
at Sacred Heart Parish but was
experiencing some rather serious illness
during my visit. He spent his 70th

birthday hospitalized due to kidney
infection. I know he will appreciate your
prayers. The Oblates are visiting him

Continued on page 2
Fr. James Taggart, OMI introduces Deacon Ricardo
Mora to parishioner at St. Ferdinand Parish.

Oblate Frs.  Singarayar (2nd on left)  Lou Studer (4th on left) and Bill  Mason
(back, far right) with Oblate Associates at Sacred Heart.
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often and trying to keep his spirits
positive.
         On Monday evening, the
leaders of the parish committees
met to tell me how appreciative they
are of the ministry of the Oblates.
They especially expressed their
gratitude for the sensitivity and care
the Oblates show to the colorful
patchwork of cultures and ethnic
diversities that comprise  Sacred
Heart’s worshiping community.
          A large influx of young adults is
moving into the downtown areas of
Oakland, some of whom work in San
Francisco but cannot afford the rent
there. Oblates at the parish and at Lenox
House expressed a desire to reach out
to them to see what their spiritual needs
might be and how the Oblates can assist
them. It seems the Oblates will have a
lot of ministry to keep them busy in
downtown Oakland far into the future!

Visit to San Fernando, California

The Oblates minister at two largely
populated parishes in Southern California,
north and east of Los Angeles.

Although at one time these
parishes were primarily Hispanic and
Anglo, several other nationalities have
moved into the area and worship at these
parishes: Filipino, Vietnamese, Burmese,
a host of other East Asian cultures.

Seven Oblates are officially
assigned to these two parishes and all
of them are kept busy.

I visited the Oblate community the
last weekend of February. The Oblates
celebrated 16 Masses, heard three hours
of confessions, officiated at two Funeral
Masses and responded to telephone
calls and to several parishioners who
come to the rectory to see a priest. All
this in a period of two days!

I was happy to lighten their load
of work that weekend by presiding and
preaching at two of the Masses!

The Oblates have been
ministering in this San Fernando
area for 90 years. We brought the
faith to San Fernando 90 years ago
and presently about four thousand
of the faithful worship at these two
parishes every weekend.

Superior of the Oblate Community
and Pastor of one of the parishes, Fr.
Juan Ayala, OMI, told me, “Almost
every night of the week is also busy.
There are the usual parish meetings,

couples coming for marriage
preparation, a parishioner wanting
counseling, someone asking for the
Sacrament of Reconciliation, not to
mention the hospital calls or house calls
asking for a priest to come and anoint
someone who is dying.”

Schol. Bro. Antonio Lester
Zapata, OMI, has spent the past six
months helping in both parishes. He
told me these months have kept him
very busy but that he has learned a lot.
He feels he has grown a lot in his
understanding of how a well-run parish
operates and all that is involved in the
tremendous outreach to so many of the
faithful.  He will be at there  until May
when he returns to the Formation
Community for another year of
studies.

Oblate Regional Leadership
Meeting (CROCUS)

Oblate Provincials and Vicar
Provincials from the three provinces
of Canada and the U.S. Province met
at Star of the North Oblate Retreat
Center in Edmonton, Canada, March
4-10. (see pp. 4-5)

Fr. Juan Ayala, OMI

Fr. V. Manuel Patricio-Silva, OMI (right) speaks to Santa Rosa parishioners
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(L-R): Oblates Ron Rolheiser, President of OST, Sylvester David, incoming
President, Louis Studer, Provincial, Mr. Scott Woodward, Dean of OST

Continued on page 4

Oblate School of Theology in San
Antonio, Texas

Fr. Sylvester David, OMI, an
Oblate from South Africa, who   arrived
in San Antonio to begin serving as
President of Oblate School of
Theology in August, is just one further
example of interculturality.

Fr. Sylvester arrived in the United
States in late February and is spending
this semester learning the ministry of
Presidency of OST from the current
President, Fr. Ron Rolheiser, OMI,
who himself is originally from Canada.
Fr. David Kalert, OMI, is the Vice
President of OST.
Madonna Residence, San Antonio

While in San Antonio, I stayed at
Madonna Residence where I always
receive a warm welcome. I enjoyed
breakfast with Oblates Tom Horan,

Mike Levy and Don Bernard and
visited with some of the Oblates there
and am always edified by the stories of
their missionary work in the United
States and many parts of the world.

Fr. Charlie Banks, OMI, is the
Superior of this Oblate retirement
residence and continues to do part-time
vocation work as well.

He is fortunate to have a large
crew of volunteers helping him with the
many and diverse pastoral activities.

Oblate Missionary Presence in
Northern Canada

The Smithsonian Institute, fa-
mous for fostering and promoting many
of the museums and cultural centers
particularly in Washington DC has
shown interest in creating an exhibit of
the Oblate missionary work in North-
ern Canada.

Bernadette Englestad met
with me on Tuesday, March 26, along
with  artist Tom Foppe, to discuss how
such an exhibit could be created and
promoted. Ms. Englestad is a Curator
at The Smithsonian and Tom Foppe’s
art work is prominently displayed in
sculptures, exhibits, murals, timelines at
the Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows in
Belleville.

For the first time in the U.S. Province’s history, part of our Spring
Province meetings were done electronically.
On February 5th, Oblates gathered together in San Fernando,

CA and in San Antonio, TX, to meet, pray together, socialize, take care
of some administrative issues, such as end of life issues and power of
attorney concerns, and in the afternoon, by means of Skype, were able
to communicate with one another in both province areas. This meeting
was repeated on February 19th for Oblates in the areas of Buffalo,
MN, Belleville, IL and Lowell, MA. Oblates not able to be present at
these sites could listen in to the proceedings of the meetings. Several
individual Oblates also joined the meeting on their computers and spoke
about their ministries.

These electronic meetings serve the purpose of uniting us more
closely as a province by allowing us to hear the same message, at the
same time, as well as hear responses from Oblates to these messages.

At the Fall, 2018, Province meetings, Oblates were asked
whether they thought this experimental electronic meeting was worth
trying and they enthusiastically responded positively. There were also
many positive comments made after these two electronic meetings were
over. Oblates expressed appreciation for being able to see some of
their brother Oblates whom they had not seen for several years and
hear directly about the ministry in which they are currently engaged.



OMI-USA - 4

Continued from page 3

From  the  Provincial

The Oblate Conference of the
Canada-United States Region
(CROCUS) met with regional

coordinator, Fr. Warren Brown,
OMI, at Star of the North Oblate
Retreat Center in Alberta, Canada,
March 4-10.

Back, l-r: Oblate pastor Mietek Burdzy, Oblates Jim Brobst, Warren Brown;
Front, l-r: Oblates Ken Forster, Alfred Gzempa, Raymond Carriere, Luc Tardif,
Louis Studer, Secretary Danielle Brisson, Oblates Marcin Serwin, Ken Thorson.

U.S., Canada Oblate leadership  meets
by Fr. Lou Studer, OMI

Ms. Englestad hopes to
present this exhibit at the Pope John
Paul II Cultural Center in Washing-
ton, DC.

The missionary presence of the
Oblates among the native peoples in
Northern Canada is well known and
documented.

Oblate Frs. Paul Schulte
and  William Leising are well
known for bringing the sacraments
and medical supplies to the
peoples in the far North. Bishop
Arsene Turquetil, OMI worked
tirelessly among the Indigenous
Peoples in northern Canada.

Ms Bernadette Englestad, Tom Foppe and Fr. Lou Studer with a bust of
Bishop Turquetil in the archives of the provincial offices in Washington.

Much of the week was spent
preparing the ministry report of the
region to be presented at the
Interchapter meeting in Obra,
Poland, July 1-13, 2019. This report
is to include the details of how each
province in the region has put into

action each of the six priorities of
the General Chapter of 2016.

At this meeting, Fr. Jim Brobst,
OMI, Vicar Provincial for Mission and
Ministry in the U.S. Province reported
on three initiatives the U.S. Province has
taken since the 2016 Chapter:

 First:  the Oblates in Tijuana are
moving the focus of their ministry to
where the new poor are moving into
Tijuana, arriving from some politically
unstable countries in Central America.

 Second, the ministry to those
seeking asylum in the U.S. along the
Mexican border through the Oblate
parishes in several cities along the
border.

 Third, a new ministry in the
diocese of Belleville to minister to the
influx of Hispanics who are working at
several factories that have recently
opened in Southern Illinois.

Many other initiatives of ministry
with the “new poor” could be noted as
well, such as:

Continued on page 5
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 the program to seek ways to end
human trafficking held at St. Joseph the
Worker Shrine in Lowell, MA,

 the ministry of Fr. Séamus Finn,
OMI, to encourage faith-based
investing to banks and corporations;

 the multi-faceted outreach to our
secular society through the spiritual
programs offered at our retreat centers;

 and the uptick in prison ministry
being done from three province ministry
sites in the province.

Meeting in the town of St. Albert
afforded us the privileged opportunity
to visit, and pray, at the grave of
Oblate Brother Anthony
Kowalczyk.

Brother Anthony spent his Oblate
life as a blacksmith but was an
inspiration to all Oblates with whom he
lived through his simplicity of life, hours
spent in prayer, devotedness to his
profession, compassion to all in his
conversation and actions.

He is truly an outstanding
example, through his vocation, that we

Oblate Frs. Brown, Tardif, and Jim Brobst visiting Bro.Anthony’s grave.
as Oblates are called to be brothers to
one another in our conversations with
one another and particularly in our care
and concern for each other.

The numerous statues, cards,
rosaries, letters left at his grave are a
clear testimony to the love and devotion
many have for Brother Anthony, and the
power of his intercession in their
prayers.

We also visited two parishes in
Edmonton. At Sacred Heart Parish in

d o w n t o w n
Edmonton, the
parish has an
important outreach
to the poor and
homeless. Fr. Susai
Jesu, OMI, is
Pastor, originally
from India, and has
served here for two
years. Scholastic
Brother Eugene
Mule, OMI, from
Zambia, is spending
a year here, in
preparation for
perpetual vows in
September.

Continued from page 4

CROCUS meeting

Fr. Susai Jesu, OMI, Pastor of  Sacred Heart Parish, Edmonton,
with Fr. Ken Thorson, OMI and Schol. Bro. Eugene Mule.

Fr. Mietek Burdzy, OMI,  from
Poland originally, is pastor of Holy
Rosary Parish in Edmonton. He
celebrated Mass for our leadership
group and described the many parish
programs. He is fortunate to have a large
crew of volunteers helping him with the
many and diverse pastoral activities.

Pope Francis declared Oblate Bro.
Anthony Kowalczyk as Venerable, on
March 28, 2013.

Brother Anthony was born in
Dzierzanów, Poland on June 4, 1866
and died on July 10, 1947 in St. Albert,
Canada.  His first mission as an Oblate
brother was in Lac-La-Biche, Alberta,
Canada where an accident at a
sawmill caused him to lose his right
arm.  Despite this disability, he never
refused a task as a lay brother.
Brother Anthony came to be known
for his holiness.  The last 36 years of
his life were spent in continual prayer,
which inspired him to live a life of
strict obedience.

The process of his cause for
canonization began in Edmonton in
1952 with 44 witnesses: 21 Oblates
and 23 non-Oblates.  On June 1, 1979
his cause was opened in Rome.
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The formation/vocation committee meets twice each year to discuss
pertinent issues related to the young men in training to become Oblates.
Representatives from each of the three levels of formation: pre-novitiate

in Tijuana and Buffalo, NY, novitiate in Godfrey, IL, and post-novitiate in San
Antonio, TX, met at the Oblate Queen of the Apostles Retreat Center in
Misissauga, Canada.

Oblates Jesse Esqueda, Pat McGee, Jim Loiacono, Alex Roque, Bill Antone,
and Richard Hall listen to Dr. Chavez’ lecture on interculturality.

Formation/Vocation Commitees meet
by Fr. Lou Studer, OMI

Oblates Ken Thorson, Pat McGee, Warren Brown, Louis Studer, Dr. Chavez,
Oblate Frank Kuczera at the formation meeting in Mississauga, Canada.

The meeting took place in
Canada this year because one of the
main purposes was to make this
committee regional, including
representatives from the three provinces
of Canada. The Canadian provinces
send their candidates to the United
States for initial formation.

Dr. Arturo Chavez, president of
the Mexican American Catholic
College, based in San Antonio, spoke
to the committee about interculturality.

As an international congregation,
Oblates in each of the five regions of
the Oblate world are experiencing more
than ever before in our 200 year history,
an exchange of personnel from one area
of the world to another. This exchange
is a real blessing in finding the Oblates
who can best meet the needs of a
particular ministry. -

Philip Leo Nourie, 84, brother of
Fr. Paul Nourie, OMI, died on Feb.
15 in Lunenburg, MA.
Louis Oswald, 81, brother-in-law of
the  late Fr. Ray Wilhelm, OMI, died
Feb. 24 in Houston, TX.
Teresa Hogan, sister of the late Fr.
Edwin Hayes, OMI, died on March
16 in Lowell, MA.
Fr. Umberto Nespolo, OMI, died on
March 25 at San Giorgio Canavese
in his native Italy.
Martin Machovec, 82, former
Oblate priest, died on March 26 in
Wahoo, NE.
Joseph Cote, 85, brother of Bro.
Augustin (Gus) Coté, OMI, died in
Macon GA, on March 30.
Ivon Mwangala, 41, brother of Fr.
Raymond Mwangala, OMI, died in
Zambia.
Fr. Adhemar Deveau, OMI, 95,
died on April 6 in Tewksbury, MA.

Please remember in
prayer

our recently departed
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The words “Lebh Shomea”
are unfamiliar to many but
the words often initiate a

conversation about their meaning
and origin. Originally from Hebrew,
they mean “listening heart,” and
they truly give an accurate picture
of what this Oblate Retreat Center
in Southeast Texas is all about.

“Listening heart” likely refers to
the retreatant who comes here to spend
quiet, prayerful time and opens his or
her heart, soul, and life to carefully,
prayerfully listen to God. But these two
words could just as easily refer to God’s
“listening heart” always ready to be
attentive, open and discerning when we
approach God.

Nine Oblates made a week’s
retreat in late March 2019. Oblate
Andy Sensenig led the retreat exer-
cises at Lebh Shomea Retreat Center
in Sarita, TX.

Lebh Shomea welcomes retreatants
by Fr. Lou Studer, OMI

This place of quiet prayer, lo-
cated on 1110 acres, provides the

retreatant with a small, private hermit-
age in which to spend a few hours, a
few days or several weeks in an atmo-
sphere of meditative silence in a rela-
tively isolated, desert-type locale.

Oblates come here throughout
the year on retreat, scheduled every
Spring or on their own, seeking quiet
prayer and meditation. Lebh Shomea
is also open to the public. A spiritual
guide can be provided and much of the
beauty of Lebh Shomea is the quiet,
the beauty and sounds of nature, the
space to walk, reflect, read and pray.

Director Maurice Lange and
Administrator Regina Lange, along with
Oblate Moderator Andy Sensenig con-
tinue to make Lebh Shomea a sacred
place of welcome to all seekers who
come here to grow in their ability and
desire to re-discover that “listening
heart” of God’s plan and purpose for
them. Hopefully they also grow in their
own understanding of God, always
open and waiting for them with a “lis-
tening heart” to what they wish to tell
Him, what they are seeking from Him.

Fr. Andy Sensenig, OMI, Fr. Jim Chambers,OMI,  Directors of Lebh Shomea:
Regina Lange, Maurice Lange, Fr.Jim Brobst, OMI.

Back row: Oblates Andy Sensenig, Jim Chambers, Directors Regina Lange, Maurice
Lange;  3rd Row: Oblates Jim Foelker, Kevin Collins, Jim Brobst, Pablo Wilhelm;
2nd Row: Oblates Richard Philion, Jack Curran;  Front Row: Oblates George Roy,
Jose Torres, Peter Antonisamy, Mike Amesse, Louis Studer.
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T he 18th Annual Catholic
Television of San Antonio
(CTSA) Leadership Luncheon honored Fr.

Charles Banks, OMI, and Joann Gallegos
Hopkins at a Feb. 19 gathering at the Whitley
Theological Center at Oblate School of Theology
with more than 300 attendees.

The first member of a religious congregation
to receive this honor, Father Banks was awarded
the St. John Vianney Award for his extraordinary
pastoral care, his dedicated service in campus ministry
and his leadership in vocations and formation.

The St. John Vianney Award is sponsored by
Catholic Life Insurance; the recipient’s name will be included
on a plaque noting this recognition inside the Administration
Building at Assumption Seminary.

Hopkins, advertising representative for Today’s
Catholic newspaper for 25 years, was honored with the
CTSA Leadership in Communications Award for her faithful
leadership in communicating Catholic faith in action.

The CTSA Leadership in Communications Award
gives the station the opportunity to recognize the honoree’s

Fr. Banks receives CTSA award

vision and understanding of the importance media plays in
the life of culture, and how the responsible use of it can make
a positive difference.

Elizabeth Ruiz, host of the CTSA program “On
the Scene” and newscaster for KTSA Radio, emceed   the
event. Auxiliary Bishop Robert Reed, president of the
CatholicTV Network, traveled from Boston for a
presentation at the gathering. Archbishop Gustavo García-
Siller, MSpS, was the featured speaker.
Condensed from San Antonio’s Today’s Catholic, 2/23/2019

2019 DeMazenod Conference held

On the February 17–19 weekend,
a group of 65 participants gath-

ered at the Oblate School of Theology
(OST) in San Antonio for the 2019 De
Mazenod Conference A Pathway of
the Heart: Renewing the Catholic
Church.

The weekend of reflection
and feedback was co-sponsored
by OST and the Missionary Ob-
late Partnership, a ministry of the
US Province of Missionary Ob-
lates of Mary Immaculate.

The Catholic audience was
very diverse:  young and old, or-
dained and lay, religious and di-
ocesan, academic and pastoral,
progressive and conservative,
married and single.

The goal of the weekend
was to listen, reflect, and then

by Artie Pingolt
offer feedback to the US Conference
of Catholic Bishops on the topic of
Church renewal in the midst of the
present crises.

President of the Partnership,
Arthur A. Pingolt, Jr. in his opening re-
marks, sought to anchor the weekend

in the love and the mercy of Christ. Re-
calling the words of Catholic mystic
Dame Julian of Norwich “in weal and
in woe, all shall be well,” we recall
that it is sin, the origin of pain, which
drives one to seek the mercy of God.

Framing the multitude of emotions
and consequences resulting from the

Continued on page 9
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The “apostolate” of the Tijuana Prenovitiate (Casa Estudiantil San Eugenio de
Mazenod) aims at reaching out to the
people of the immediate neighborhood,
especially the poor, sick and elderly.
Left: neighbors, Prenovices and
Associates gather for a meal at the
Oblate Prenovitiate. The Prenovitiate
community and Oblate Associates also
work together to reach out on the streets
to the large numbers of homeless and
deported in Tijuana (below).

sexual abuse and other Church crises,
the lens of love and mercy was offered
as foundational to a dialogue that is
hopeful.

Kerry Robinson, Global Am-
bassador for the Leadership
Roundtable provided the keynote ad-
dress: Crisis As Opportunity.
Robinson identifies that out of the sexual
abuse crisis opportunities exist:  to cre-
ate a new culture of servant leadership,
to implement a new managerial para-
digm, and to create a genuine partnership
in co-responsibility between the laity,
vowed religious, and ordained clergy.

Fr. Séamus Finn, OMI, pre-
sented the first mini-key-note address.
on Church Governance highlighting the
historical and organizational structure of
the Holy See and the Vatican City State
inclusive of the Roman Curia, the po-
litical and theological challenges to gov-
ernance, and the impact and aftermath
of the Second Vatican Council upon

Continued from page 8

DeMazenod Conference Church Governance.
Fr. Ronald Rolheiser, OMI,

then slpoke on Consecrated Life and
Ordained Ministry: Naming the
Present Moment.

He framed the 2018 sexual
abuse crisis in terms of a diagnosis, a
prophecy, and as a call to conversion.
Highlighting the present moment as a
crisis of the credibility of a clerical cul-
ture rather than of faith, Rolheiser dis-
tinguishes the crisis of abuse and a cri-
sis of the handling of the abuse.

Julie Craven presented the
third mini-keynote: Renewal at the
Local Level. Craven is the Director of
Communications and Strategic Initia-
tives at Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic
Church in Minneapolis, MN and is a
retired Vice-President of Corporate
Communications for Hormel Foods
Corporation.

Sharing wisdom gained from
the journey of Our Lady of Lourdes
Parish, Craven holds dialogue and com-
munication in high regard. The Minne-
apolis-St. Paul clergy sex abuse crisis

which revealed hundreds of abuse cases
with allegations against numerous clergy,
resulted in the bankrupting of the Dio-
cese of St. Paul & Minneapolis, both
financially and spiritually.

The fallout from this crisis im-
pacted the Catholic faithful profoundly.
The response of Our Lady of Lourdes
Parish provides a best practice for re-
building, healing, and thriving. Craven
credits effective communication at the
parish level as a critical component of
the parish’s recovery.

Finally, Fr. Daniel Griffith,
pastor at Our Lady of Lourdes in Min-
neapolis, Minnesota, a faculty member
of the St. Thomas University School of
Law, and the Honorable Janine
Geske, an emeritus Wisconsin Su-
preme Court Justice and Marquette Law
School Professor who has led conver-
sations on Restorative Justice at the
Vatican and throughout the world,
spoke on  Restorative Justice.

For a fuller summary and a link to the
full report go to: www.omiusa.org for
April 10, 2019.
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rusty gate which prior to 1964, stood
near Hatchell Lane when our church
campus was nothing but pasture and
woods.  Richard Young saved the gate
when the property was developed,
placing it in his barn, and years later
pulled them out and in 2011 gave them
to us when we celebrated the 50th An-
niversary of our parish

A few years later, Bishop
Muench walked through it when we

dedicated the Faith Formation Center.
In 2015 the gate was placed perma-
nently on the property as a memorial to
the Oblates who served here through-
out Livingston Parish from 1919 until
1983.

Two bronze plaques were made
for the posts which hold up the gate.
The one on the left has a brief history of
the gate and dedication to the Oblates
and the one on the right has our Mis-
sion Statement which begins with our
being a welcoming community.

The inscription on the plaques
and the fuller story can be found on
the website: www.omiusa.org

by Fr. Frank Santucci, OMI

This weekend Father Frank
Uter invited me to preach a
short lenten mission at the Im-

maculate Conception Parish, Denham
Springs, LA, , to commemorate the cen-
tenary of the arrival of the Oblates in
this area.

As I preached on our Oblate
charism and spirituality, a large number
of  parishioners approached me warmly
recalling the Oblates who had served
here. Specially remembered was Fr.
Ron Walker, who had been pastor for
nine years before leaving for Zambia.

This Sunday as we celebrate the
Fourth Sunday of Lent, we are
happy to welcome among us both
Bishop Michael Duca and Fr. Frank
Santucci, O.M.I. as we celebrate the
centennial of the coming of the Oblates
to Livingston Parish.

We already have a memorial on
the grounds to the Oblates, not some
big granite memorial but rather an old,

The centerpiece was the gate!
Here are the details from the

parish bulletin:

Frs. Uter, Santucci with Bishop Duca at one of the memorial plaques.

Parish celebrates centenary of Oblate arrival
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On February 17, the Oblate Associ-
ates in San Antonio, TX, came to-
gether at the Immaculate Concep-

tion Chapel at Oblate School of Theology in
San Antonio, TX, to celebrate the anniver-
sary of the pontifical approval of the Consti-
tutions and Rules.

 The celebration included the re-
newal of the commitment of 38 Oblate As-
sociates, as well as the inauguration of  a time
of formation of six new associates in study-
ing the charism of St. Eugene deMazenod.

Fr. Lou Studer, OMI, presided at
the celebration and received the renewal of
commitment of the associates. Fr. Frank
Santucci, OMI, was the homilist. The cel-
ebration continued with a banquet at the Ob-
late Renewal Center, at which Fr. Raymond
Mwangala, OMI, spoke on Finding Hope
in an Age of Despair.

by Fr. David Muñoz, OMI

SA  Associates observe
Founder’s Day

Top r: Frs. Studer, Mwangala and
Santucci celebrate Mass with the
entire group. Below r: Six new
Associates make their commitment.

On February 16, after Mass at
St. Joseph’s Chapel, Oblate
Renewal Center San Antonio,

Missionary Oblate Partnership Chair-
man Artie Pingolt and US Provincial
Lou Studer, OMI presented the
Partnership’s Joseph Gerard Award to
Fr. Dan Griffith and Bonnie & Frank
Gittinger.  The Award is given to honor
Partners who, like Blessed Gerard,
model perseverance, zeal and hope in
their work for the Partnership.

From left: Artie Pingolt, Fr. Studer,
Doug Craven (testimonial for
Griffith), Fr. Dan Griffith, Bonnie
Gittinger, Frank Gittinger and Fr. Ron
Rolheiser, OMI (testimonial for
Gittingers).
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OMI JPIC
recently
hosted Fr.
Raymond

& Rice
University
students
at JPIC
offices.
Fr. Ray
is
currently
the
chaplain
at Rice
University.
The

Ten Oblate Associates from
Brownsville, TX, and two from
Houston, TX, traveled to Lebh

Shomea House of Prayer  to renew
themselves in the charism of St. Eugene
from February 22-24.

Fr. David Muñoz, OMI, ( cen-
ter) led the group on the theme of Jesus
Christ, the Savior, the Center of our
Life and Mission. Maurice Lange,
director of Lebh Shomea, states that this
was the first preached retreat in Span-
ish to be held on the property. The As-
sociates benefited from spending time
in silence, as is Lebh Shomea’s nature,
but also  gathered for faith sharing and
communal prayer.

Fr. Frank Santucci, OMI,
facilitated thle Oblate Associate
group’s yearly retreat on Febru-

ary 23 in the Santo Nino Hall of Most
Precious Blood Parish in Chula Vista,
CA. This parish was formerly staffed
by the Oblates.

Geri Furmanek, National Di-
rector and Fr. Bill Antone, OMI also
participated. Associates from San
Fernando, CA, joined in the retreat with
the Associates from Chula Vista.
Fr. Santucci is in the back -center-
left, Fr. Antone is on the back- right
and Ms.Furmanek is barely visible
in the back right -side.

Oblate Frs. Jim Brobst, John
Ettensohn, Lou Studer, and
Don Arel welcomed Fr.

Jack Lau, OMI to Oakland, CA,  on
the occasion of his new assignment
at Lenox House, “A Spiritual Oasis
in the Heart of the City.

Fr. Lau will be working with
Frs. Arel and Ettensohn, while on
Sabbatical in the city.
(Fr. Studer was the photographer for
the event.)
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Frs. Daniel LeBlanc, OMI, and
Indonesian Fr.Robert Mirsel,

SVD, both from VIVAT Int’l in New
York, visited the Prenovitiate in Tijuana
to learn first hand about the situation of
the  Central American immigrants to the
US-México border. We  visited two
immigrant shelters run by the Scalabrinis
(one for women and children and one
for men) and met with some young im-
migrants representing Guatemala, El
Salvador and Honduras, currently em-
ployed by Fr. Jesse Esqueda, OMI,
in the Oblate parish. They stayed with
us at the pre-novitiate.

Every year since anyone can remember,
King’s House Retreat and Renewal Cen-

ter in Belleville hosts all the local Oblates, em-
ployees, Associates and friends at a “Fat Tues-
day” luncheon featuring a buffet full of creole
delights. The staff including, Director, Fr. Mark
Dean, OMI, Fr. Sal Gonzalez, OMI, Dea-
con Doug Boyer and Alana Suchman wel-
comed the guests.

Right, l-r: A truly mixed group:  Oblate As-
sociate, Jean Brennan, Sr. Irma Avila and
Bette Meyer from the Shrine and Nancy
Lichtenberg from the Office of Mission
Enrichment—Fr. Allen Maes, OMI (back)
checks on photographer.

Frs.  LeBlanc and Mirsel also vis-
ited the archdiocesan seminary of

Tijuana, where they spoke to the 4th
year philosophy students and their pro-
fessor of History of Religions (front cen-
ter)  Prenovice Brandon Ontiveros
(3rd from left).

They shared with the seminar-
ians some of their work at the United
Nations as well as the experience of the
Christian minority in Indonesia, which
is 87 % Muslim.
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O n March 30,  the late Fr. Boniface (Boni)
Wittenbrink, OMI, was inducted into the St.
Louis Media Hall of Fame, along with several other

local media celebrities.

Posthumous award made to Fr. “Boni”

https://www.omiusa.org/index.php/2019/04/02/fr-boni/

For the full story on the award and a link to a fine
interview with Fr. Boni from 2008, go to:

(L-R) Jason Frazier of Mind’s Eye, Foundation president, Eric
Rothenbuhler, Dean of the College of Communication of Webster
University, Fr. Allen Maes, OMI (photo by William Greenblatt,
UPI, courtesy St. Louis Media History Foundation)

Fr. Wittenbrink was the founder of the
Radio Information Service. a “Talking Book”
program for the St. Louis metropolitan area, in
1972, which provided sight-impaired individuals
with special receivers allowing them to hear an
audio stream consisting of news and features
from the daily newspapers, as well as readings
from books and magazines.

Fr. Wittenbrink raised funds for equipment
and to provide free receivers for the audience. He
also recruited volunteers to read over the air, run the
equipment, and deliver and service receivers.

He went on to establish similar services in ten
Illinois cities, as well as in Texas, Canada and the Phil-
ippines. The service continues to serve the area under
its new name, Mind’s Eye.

The late Fr. Wittenbrink was represented at
the ceremony by his sister, Meg Wittenbrink, Tom
Williams of Mind’s Eye, and Fr. Allen Maes, OMI.

On a sunny but cold Saturday,
March 16, the eve of the Feast
of St. Patrick, 12 Oblate As-

sociates from the Lowell/Tewksbury,
MA area attended their annual Day of
Recollection at Immaculate Heart of
Mary Residence in Tewksbury, MA.

Fr. Luc Bouchard, OMI,
former   missionary in Laos, was the
presenter of the day. The event  was
co-chaired by Donna Bell, Tewksbury
Coordinator and Fr. Steve Conserva,
OMI, Lowell Coordinator.

Fr. Luc spoke eloquently
and lovingly as he related many
anecdotes and memories of his
time in Laos.

Especially gratifying were the
stories he told of the each of the six
Oblate Martyrs of Laos, some of
whom he knew personally.

Oblate Associates hold Day of Recollection

Equally gratifying was the de-
scription of having found the body of
one of the martyrs and the relics (a cut-
ting from the beard and piece of cas-
sock) he reverently removed for safe

keeping and eventual Beatification.
These he entrusted to Oblate Bishop
Etienne Loosdregt, of Vientiane
(1952-1975).

Those participating in the Day
of Recollection  gave thanks to the staff
at I.H.M. for their hospitality and deli-
cious luncheon that followed.

Left-r:  Fr. Bouchard addresses Associates Sandy Galinaro, Clayton
Boutet, Catherine Creegan, Ann Casey.

-by Bro. Richard Coté
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The 2019 jubilee anniversaries of 44 Oblates noting first profession and of 24 observing ordination
to the priesthood are scheduled in three locations:  at the Oblate School of Theology, San
Antonio, TX, on April 10;   Immaculate Heart of Mary Residence, Tewksbury, MA, on June
11; and Our Lady of the Snows Shrine, Belleville, IL, on Sept. 10.

Besides the  U.S. Areas,  jubilarians minister in eight mission fields: Japan,  Brazil,
Guatemala,  Guatemala, Mexico, Rome, Canada, Zambia, Haiti.

Ordination

1944 Seventy-Five Years
Rev. Patrick Guidon
Rev. Aloysius Svobodny

1949 Seventy Years
Rev. Raymond Crowe
Rev. Myles Cyr
Rev. Francis Demers
Rev. James Foelker
Rev. Roberto Peña
Rev. James Pillar
Rev. Louis Valbuena

1954 Sixty-Five Years
Rev. Charles Breault
Rev. Ronald Carignan
Rev. Roger Cyr

1949 Seventy Years
Rev. Aloysius Svobodny

1954 Sixty-Five Years
Rev. Raymond Crowe
Rev. Myles Cyr
Rev. James Pilar

1959 Sixty Years
Rev. Charles Breault
Rev. Ronald Carignan
Rev. Roger Cyr

First Profession

Rev. Leo Dummer
Rev. William Hallahan
Rev. Carl Carl Kabat
Rev. Robert Lacasse (Guatemala)
Rev. David O’Brien (Brazil)
Rev. Cornelius Scanlan
Rev. Harry Schuckenbrock

1969 Fifty Years
Rev. Jaime Gibbons (Brazil)
Rev. Robert Morin
Rev. Dale Schlitt

1979 Forty Years
Rev. Joseph Benedict Aluthwatte
Rev. Robert Kickl (Mexico)
Rev. Scott Hill
Rev. Henry Lemoncelli (Rome)
Rev. James Loiacono
Most Rev. Louis Lougen (General

Administration)

1994 Twenty-Five Years
Rev. Thoma Horan

Rev. Thomas Delaney (Brazil)
Rev. Leo Dummer
Rev. Carl Kabat
Rev. Robert Lacasse (Guatemala)
Rev. Raymond Steen

1959 Sixty Years
Rev. James Allen
Rev. Donald Bernard
Rev. George Brown
Rev. Salvatore De George
Rev. Jaime Kukowski (Canada)
Rev. Donald Dummer
Rev. Terence Figel
Rev. Edward Hauf
Rev. Thomas Hayes
Rev. Gerard Kapustka (Guatemala)
Rev. William Maher (Japan)

Rev. Elmar Mauer
Rev. Jerry Orsino
Rev. Louis Villarreal

1969 Fifty Years
Rev. Patrick Gitzen (Zambia)
Rev. Donald McMahon
Rev. Michael O’Hara

1979 Forty Years
Rev. Marc Boisvert (Haiti)
Rev. James Taggart
Rev. Henry Walker

1994 Twenty-Five Years
Rev. Stanislaw Zowada

Oblates celebrate ordination, profession jubilees
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 On April 13, 2019 Jack and Sandy Weck received recognition
for the work they’ve done for the ministry of the Oblates in serving the
people of God by being named as Honorary Oblates of Mary
Immaculate.
 Living in the Spirit of God, about the legacy of faith and love
that Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. spoke of,  was the key message.of
Fr. James Loiacono, OMI at the Rev. Dr. King Mass celebrated at
Blessed Trinity Church in Buffalo, NY on Jan, 20, 2019. Fr. Loiacono
was involved in the Civil Rights Movement in Buffalo in the 1960’s.
 Fr. Séamus Finn, OMI, Chairman of the The Interfaith Center
on Corporate Responsibility (ICCR), of which OIP (Oblate International
Pastoral Investment Trust) is a member, sent the following introduction

to an article about an important development in the ICCR’s effort to hold the
Bangladesh Garment industry accountable for the safety and well-being of its
workers. “The OIP  has been a leader in the effort to address the abuses in the
ready-made Garment sector in Bangladesh for a number of years but in particular
since the devastating tragedy at the Rana Plaza factory a few years ago that
resulted in the loss of over 1,100 lives and multiple serious injuries.” For the
article: cut & paste:
www.thedailystar.net/business/news/global-investors-now-seek-bgmea-support-1720786
 On February 2, about 190 young people from Belleville and surrounding
dioceses gathered at the National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows for a time of
reflection in preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation.
Fr. Juan Gaspar, OMI, together with a team of Oblates and lay ministers, led
the retreat with the theme from Luke 4:18: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,

because he has anointed me to bring glad
tidings to the poor.”

The retreat was a collaborative
effort between the Shrine of Our Lady
of the Snows and the U.S. Province
Mission with Youth and Young Adult
Committee. Most of the participants
came from rural communities and had
to commute up to 1 ½ hours to partici-

pate. Other Oblates who presented were
Frs. Richard Hall, David Muñoz, and
David Uribe. Lay presenters included
Becca Boyer and Josh Nimmo. Follow-
ing the evangelization model suggested by
St. Eugene in the Preface of the Consti-
tutions and Rules, the talks followed the
pattern of teaching the youth to be hu-
man, then Christians, and then saints.
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Remember to check out  the  province’s website
for more information and links to other Oblate

news items.:  www.omiusa.org
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Fr. Richard Hall, OMI

Fr. Juan Gaspar, OMI

Visitation-Trofa

 And how does this happen
to me, that the mother of

my Lord should come to me?
For at the moment the
sound of your greeting

reached my ears, the infant
in my womb leaped for joy.


